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Study Scriptures
Matthew 27:52-53 Amplified Bible READ
52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints (God’s people) who had fallen asleep [in death] were raised [to life];
53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection, they entered the holy city (Jerusalem) and appeared to many people.

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 Amplified Bible
3 For I passed on to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to [that which] the Scriptures [foretold],
4 and that He was buried, and that He was [bodily] raised on the third day according to [that which] the Scriptures [foretold],
5 and that He appeared to Cephas (Peter), then to the [a]Twelve.
6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, the majority of whom are still alive, but some have fallen asleep [in death].
7 Then He was seen by James, then by all the apostles,
8 and last of all, as to one [b]untimely (prematurely, traumatically) born, He appeared to me also.

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 Amplified Bible The Order of Resurrection READ
20 But now [as things really are] Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, [and He became] the first fruits [that is, the first to be resurrected with an incorruptible, immortal body, foreshadowing the resurrection] of those who have fallen asleep [in death].
 21 For since [it was] by a man that death came [into the world], it is also by a Man that the resurrection of the dead has come.
22 For just as [a]in Adam all die, so also [b]in Christ all will be made alive.
23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then those who are Christ’s [own will be resurrected with incorruptible, immortal bodies] at His coming.

Revelation 14:13 Amplified Bible
13 Then I heard [the distinct words of] a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘[a]Blessed (happy, prosperous, to be admired) are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!’” “Yes, [blessed indeed],” says the Spirit, “so that they may rest and have relief from their labors, for their deeds do follow them.”

John 5:28-29 Amplified Bible READ
28 Do not be surprised at this; for a time is coming when all those who are in the tombs will hear His voice,
29 and they will come out—those who did good things [will come out] to a resurrection of [new] life, but those who did evil things [will come out] to a resurrection of judgment [that is, to be sentenced].

1 Corinthians 15:45-47 Amplified Bible
45 So it is written [in Scripture], “The first man, Adam, became a living soul (an individual);” the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving spirit [restoring the dead to life].
46 However, the spiritual [the immortal life] is not first, but the physical [the mortal life]; then the spiritual.
47 The first man [Adam] is from the earth, earthy [made of dust]; the second Man [Christ, the Lord] is from heaven.

1 Corinthians 2:10 Amplified Bible
10 For God has unveiled them and revealed them to us through the [Holy] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things [diligently], even [sounding and measuring] the [profound] depths of God [the divine counsels and things far beyond human understanding].



John 16:13 Amplified Bible
13 But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth [full and complete truth]. For He will not speak on His own initiative, but He will speak whatever He hears [from the Father—the message regarding the Son], and He will disclose to you what is to come [in the future].

John 14:26 Amplified Bible
26 But the [a]Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—Counselor, Strengthener, Standby), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name [in My place, to represent Me and act on My behalf], He will teach you all things. And He will help you remember everything that I have told you.

John 14:17 Amplified Bible
17 the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive [and take to its heart] because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He (the Holy Spirit) remains with you continually and will be in you.

Romans 5:1 Amplified Bible Results of Justification
5 Therefore, since we have been justified [that is, acquitted of sin, declared blameless before God] by faith, [let us grasp the fact that] we have peace with God [and the joy of reconciliation with Him] through our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed).

1 Thessalonians 4:14 Amplified Bible
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again [as in fact He did], even so God [in this same way—by raising them from the dead] will bring with Him those [believers] who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

DEFINITIONS OF EASTER SUNDAY
Easter Sunday, also called Resurrection Sunday, commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ, affirming His victory over death and the promise of eternal life for believers.
Scriptural Significance
Easter Sunday celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ three days after His crucifixion, as described in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20). The angel at the tomb declared, “He is not here; He has risen, just as He said” (Matthew 28:6), highlighting the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy and the divine nature of His mission. The resurrection is foundational to Christian faith, as Paul emphasizes: “And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is worthless, and so is your faith” (1 Corinthians 15:14). This underscores that the gospel and salvation hinge on the historical reality of Christ’s bodily resurrection.

Connection to Passover
Easter is closely linked to the Jewish Passover, which commemorates the Israelites’ liberation from slavery in Egypt (Exodus). Jesus’ death and resurrection occurred during Passover, symbolizing a new liberation—from sin and death—through His sacrificial love. Early Christians recognized this connection, interpreting Jesus as the true Paschal Lamb, whose sacrifice brings spiritual redemption.

Early Christian Observance
The early church celebrated the resurrection on the first day of the week, reflecting the day Jesus rose from the dead. By the second century, annual commemorations of the resurrection were established, emphasizing the empty tomb and eyewitness testimonies (1 Corinthians 15:5-8). These observances formed the basis of what is now known as Easter Sunday.

Theological Meaning
Easter Sunday represents victory over sin and death, offering believers hope of eternal life. It is the culmination of Holy Week, which includes Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, each marking key events in Jesus’ final days. The resurrection demonstrates God’s power, validates Jesus’ teachings, and assures Christians of their own future resurrection.
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1 Corinthians 11:29-30 Amplified Bible
29 For anyone who eats and drinks [without solemn reverence and heartfelt gratitude for the sacrifice of Christ], eats and drinks a judgment on himself if he does not [a]recognize the body [of Christ]. 30 That [careless and unworthy participation] is the reason why many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep [in death].
Footnotes
1 Corinthians 11:29 I.e. respect Christ’s sacrifice and his fellow believers for whom Christ also died.

QUESTIONS TO EXAMINE OUR HEARTS AND INTENTIONS BEFORE PARTAKING IN THE LORD’S SUPPER/COMMUNION

We should engage in a process of self-reflection and introspection/self-examination/meditation/soul-searching.
This involves asking ourselves the following questions:
1.    Am I living in a state of grace and love? Is my life aligned with God's will and my faith?
2.    Have I confessed my sins and sought forgiveness? Is my relationship with God and others reconciled?
3.    Am I aware of my spiritual state? Do I recognize any habits or thoughts that may hinder my communion with God?
4.    Am I ready to partake with a clear conscience? Have I tested the authenticity of my faith and dependence on Christ's sacrifice?

Through this process, one can align our hearts with God's will and seek reconciliation with Him and those around us. It is a time of remembrance, thanksgiving, and spiritual nourishment, so it is essential to approach it with reverence and humility.

